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The Courage to Care

THE dominating 
pulse of a didger-
idoo reverberated 
off the polished 

concrete floors and framed 
masterpieces of Maitland 
Regional Art Gallery.

David Robinson, a 
Bundjalung man smeared in 
ochre and with the Aborig-
inal flag inked on his arm, 
spoke of his love for passing 
the millennia of musical 
traditions to younger 
generations.

Firing his breath through 
the instrument again, Mr 
Robinson lead onlookers 
through the gallery to a 
room lined with artifacts, 
garments and faded por-
traits bearing Jewish insignia 
and Germanic lettering.

It’s not the face or the 
sound most people would 
expect to open an exhibition 
on the Nazi holocaust – but 
Courage to Caretells the 
story of defiant compassion 
and humanity in the face of 
systematic oppression and 
destruction.

Specifically, it holds up 
the individuals who risked 
their lives to help Germany’s 
Jews survive as heroes 
worth emulating.

“This exhibition pays 
homage to exceptional 
people who put their lives 
at risk to rescue Jews and 
other minorities during the 
holocaust,” Courage to Care 
chairman David Havas said.

“Courage to Care aims to 
empower the people usually 
overlooked in situations 

involving prejudice and 
discrimination – the 
bystanders.”

For the Indigenous 
Australians invited to 
help open the exhibition 
earlier this week, including 
Wonnarua woman Elizabeth 
McEntyre, the connections 
between the Aboriginal and 
Jewish narrative are impor-
tant to recognise.

“For me, the most 
profound connection 
between holocaust survivors 
and Aboriginal people are 
lived experiences of severe 
trauma within and across 
generations of our families.” 
Ms McEntyre said. 

“When we look at the 
Courage to Care program 
and exhibition… the relat-
edness between survivors 
of the holocaust and that 
of Aboriginal Australians 
from the colonisation of this 
country are clear.

“This is a colonisation 
that is still current and 
active today.”

Ms McEntyre said that 
while the traumatic history 
and ongoing challenges 
faced by Aboriginal people 
persist, so does the chance it 
can be overcome.

“Despite the trauma, 
which is impacting on social 
and emotional well-being 
of many members of our 
families and communities, 
we are still very much here,” 
she said.

“And [we are] more de-
termined than ever to push 
back against the racism, 

discrimination, prejudice 
and violence we know all 
too well.”

Mr Havas, who has spent 
the last few years trying to 
get the exhibition seen by 
as many people as possible, 
used his opening address to 
warn against the increasing 
tension in Australia about 
migration and multicultur-
alism.

“Most Australians are 
immigrants or the children 
of immigrants,” Mr Havas 
said. 

“Despite our common 
migrant experience, there is 
increasing turbulence.”

He said he feared the 
nation that gave countless 
migrant families like his own 
a shot at life could slip into 
fearful division.

“We’ve become less 
tolerant of those who follow 
a different lifestyle or are of 
a different race, religion or 
culture,” he said.

“There is absolutely 
no place in Australia for 

divisiveness, discrimina-
tion, racism – attitudes we 
must reject.”

MRAG cultural director 
Brigette Uren delivered an 
emotional recount of her 
decade-spanning associa-
tion with Courage to Care 
and her first look into the 
darkest chapters of human-
ity as a student on exchange 
in Austria.

“One of my host fathers 
was part of the Hitler Youth 
– and he was very unapolo-
getic about it,” she said.

“’We were just kids,’ 
he said.

“’No different from mum 
or dad taking us to soccer 
or to music, it’s just what 
we did’.”

Ms Uren recalled she 
didn’t know how to respond 
to his brazen admissions.

“But he was very quiet 
and somber afterwards.

“And he said [speaking in 
German] ‘I did not take care 
of my friends from school’,” 
she said, her voice faltering.

“’I did not take care of my 
friends from school’.”

Ms Uren acknowledged 
the exhibition’s message 
was heavy, especially given 
the fact it is largely directed 
toward young people. 

“It’s difficult to escape 
being moved by it,” she said.

“But over-ridingly, the 
message I take is one of hope 
and the capacity of young 
people to care and uplift is 
what I hope the community 
will take with them.”

Maitland Mayor Peter 
Blackmore said he was 
honoured to open “one of 
the most powerful exhibi-
tions Maitland Regional Art 
Gallery will host this year”.

“It sends a powerful mes-
sage of standing up against 
prejudice. And believe me, 
we do witness a lot of it in 
our world,” he said.

“The personal stories 
of our special guests, who 
are ordinary people that 
survived extraordinary acts 
of oppression and genocide, 
will certainly move visitors.”

Cr Blackmore said Cour-
age to Care was inextricably 
linked to Maitland’s history.

“Maitland’s connection to 
many people who survived 
the holocaust still exists 
today,” he said.

“Particularly to those who 
migrated following World 
War II. 

“Many escaped war-torn 
Europe to the Greta Migrant 
Camp, which was called the 
Silver City. It was the largest 
camp in Australia with over 
100,000 refugees. 

“And many of those 
families are still here.”

Courage to Care will run 
until July 17.

Numerous schools from 
across the Hunter will visit 
the exhibition.

During its run special 
talks and Q&As will be held 
with holocaust survivors. 
More information is on the 
MRAG Facebook page.

RESONANCE: Bundjalung man David Robinson opens MRAG's holocaust-focused exhibition with his didgeridoo. The 
exhibition draws together narratives of humanity and oppression to empower bystanders. Picture: PERRY DUFFIN

Oppose 
divided 
nations at 
MRAG
BY PERRY DUFFIN

 ■ Sundays 12pm - 3pm: 
Guided tours

 ■ Sundays 2pm: Survivor's 
talks

 ■ Saturday July 2, 2pm: 
Journey of Memories: 
stories from my family in 
Poland, Israel, Australia 
with Joseph Eisenberg 
OAM

June 4 - July 17

EXHIBITION
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CALLING ALL FRANCIS GREENWAY HIGH SCHOOL
EX-STUDENTS, PARENTS & COMMUNITY MEMBERS!

You are invited to join the 50th Anniversary celebrations at Francis Greenway High School this August. 
Please come and visit the school, meet old friends, tour the school, visit the classrooms, see how the 
school looks now, what’s changed and what has stayed the same. Spread the word to your school 
friends and help to celebrate our special anniversary!

Wednesday 3rd August   10am Assembly to mark the date of the offi  cial opening of the school.
Th is will include cutting of the cake followed by tours of the school.
Visitors welcome.

Saturday 6th August    10am to 2pm Community Open Day: Tours of the school, open classrooms 
with demonstration and exhibits, photo displays and souvenirs. A BBQ
run by East Maitland Lions Club will have food available for purchase on the 
day. An art exhibition will be held in the library showcasing students’ artwork 
years 7 to 12. Th is artwork will be available for purchase. ALL WELCOME!

Please tell your families and school friends - everyone is invited and welcome!
For more information and any enquiries please phone the school on 4964 1282 or

visit our website francisgre-h.school.det.nsw.edu.au

1966 50th ANNIVERSARY 2016
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